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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
YTAGE iND HOUR DIVISION 

Washington 

FLEMING UPHOLDS DECISION ON CIGiiR LEARIERS 

Denial of permission t o employ l e a r n e r s in t h e c i g a r i n d u s t r y a t 

wages lower than the minimum of 30 c e n t s an hour f ixed by t h e F a i r Labor 

Standards Act was affirmed today by Colonel P h i l i p B, P lan ing , Adminis t ra tor 

of t h e Wage and Hour D i - d s i o n . 

Colonel Fleming's announcement v/as made following a review by Henry 

T. Hunt, p r i n c i p a l Hearings Examiner, of t h e conclusions reached by 

Merle D. Vincent , A s s i s t a n t A d m i n i s t r a t o r i n charge of the hear ings branch, 

on January 2 , 1940. . 

I n the o r i g i n a l hear ing on the a p p l i c a t i o n of tho Cigar Manufacturers 

Assoc ia t ion of America and i n d i v i d u a l c iga r manufac ture rs , i t was shown 

t h a t the re are a v a i l a b l e a t Tampa, F l a . , whore a l a r g e pe rcen tage of hand

made c i g a r s are manufactured, 4,000 linemployed c i g a r makers . 

Mr. Hunt r eversed Mr. V i n c e n t ' s de t e rmina t i on t h a t an e igh t weeks 

l e a rn ing pe r iod i n t h e machine-made branch and a s i x months l ea rn ing per iod 

i s neces sa ry in the hand-made branch, f i nd ing t h a t p e r i o d s of t r a i n i n g in 

e i t h e r branch i s not n e c e s s a r y . 
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